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Those of you who have been to the Holy Land would know that it is not easy to climb up
a tree with such a massive trunk. Presumably, Zacchaeus was able to do so with a little help
from friends. After all, what were a few shekels for, if they could buy you a willing shoulder or
two to step on as you move up higher, literally heads and shoulders above the rest of the
crowds?
But I do not intend to bash Zacchaeus today. In fact, I intend to honor him and offer him
as an example for you and me. At the very least, Zacchaeus was a man who looked actively for
the Lord and did everything to achieve his dream. I really couldn’t care less how he did it,
whom he used, and whose shoulders he turned into a makeshift stirrup.
But I do admire the man’s curiosity and deep interest to see the Lord even from a
distance. His desire was laudable, and his commitment and dedication to do whatever it took
to catch a glimpse of the Lord even commendable.
We all have pious thoughts and desires. We come up with resolutions each time we
celebrate Holy week, Christmas, or even New Year. But often, we lack the resolve. Resolutions
go the way of most political promises. We lose sight of them and we end up exactly the way we
were.
We should give credit to Zacchaeus for showing an efficacious desire that was translated
into concrete actions. He did all he could and used whatever he had just to see the Lord.
May we all have the same desire as Zacchaeus so that we too may experience the
indwelling presence of the Lord.

Amen

