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Pastoral Message to the Faithful on the 
Appointment of Our New Bishop 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I write to you with gratitude to God to share important news in the life of our diocesan 

Church. 
 

On December 17, 2025, the Holy Father appointed Bishop Ramón Bejarano, currently 

serving as Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of San Diego, as the next bishop of the Diocese 

of Monterey. We receive this announcement with joy, grateful for the Lord’s providential 

care for His people and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who continues to sustain the Church 

in every age. 
 

The appointment of a bishop is a significant moment for a local Church. As a successor of 

the Apostles, the bishop is entrusted with the ministry of teaching, sanctifying, and governing 

the People of God in the name of Christ, the Good Shepherd. As we prepare to welcome 

Bishop Bejarano, we are invited to renew our commitment to prayer, unity, and faithful 

discipleship. 
 

I ask all the faithful of the Diocese of Monterey—priests, deacons, consecrated religious, and 

lay faithful—to join me in praying for Bishop Bejarano as he prepares to assume this new 

pastoral responsibility. May the Lord grant him wisdom, humility, and pastoral charity, and 

may the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints intercede for him as he prepares to serve our 

diocesan family. 
 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the Diocese of Monterey during this time as 

Apostolic Administrator, and I thank the clergy, religious, and lay faithful for your prayerful 

support and faithful witness. I also give thanks for the continued pastoral care of the Holy 

Father, who, in appointing our new bishop, provides for the needs of the Church entrusted to 

him. 
 

Details regarding Bishop Bejarano’s installation will be shared once arrangements have been 

finalized. Until then, let us continue to walk together in faith, confident that the Lord remains 

ever present to His Church. 
 

Entrusting the Diocese of Monterey to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady 

of Bethlehem, and Saint Junípero Serra, I remain 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
+Most Reverend Slawomir Szkredka 
Apostolic Administrator of Monterey in California 
 

 

 


